2010 ANNUAL MEETING
The Bexley Association ANNUAL MEETING was held on Friday, February 19, 2010 at St David’s Episcopal Church.  Approximately 150 residents attended the business meeting which began at 7:30 pm.  Refreshments provided by the Board and volunteers were available prior to the meeting.   
All attending received a meeting booklet which contained the ORDER OF BUSINESS. President Deborah Hollinger opened the meeting with a welcome and announced the necessary Quorum was present.  She introduced Parliamentarian Peggy Atkins who was invited by the Board for consulting advice. The President noted the presence of a court reporter hired by resident Sonny Parker.  The President introduced current Board Officers and Directors. 
 MINUTES of the 2009 ANNUAL MEETING were referenced by Secretary Sharron Leonhirth in the meeting booklet and on the webpage.  With no corrections the Minutes were accepted by motion and vote.  
Treasurer Warren Dannenburg provided the FINANCIAL REPORT with accompanying graphs, pie charts, balance sheet and profit and loss statements which detailed and compared expenses and revenue for 2009 and the Budget for 2010.   These statements are attached to this report for the record.   In comments Warren noted the following:  
(1) Required Financial and regular Audit Reviews have been scheduled and budgeted.  
(2) The Board is considering the eventual hiring of a bookkeeper to manage the billing and some of the financials because of the extensive amount of time required of a volunteer.      
(3) Lakeside owners pay a double yearly fee and one half of that fee goes into a Lake Reserve Fund. 
 (4) The Board is considering email billing for those who have email to save postage and expenses. 
(5) The bulk of expenses, 62 to 65 per cent, go towards Common Area Maintenance. 
 (6) Specific Reserve amounts are being established for primary assets such as entrances, playground equipment, and the Lake dam.   
(7) The Board has approved posting of monthly financial summaries on the website as part of   board meeting minutes.  
(8) Legal fees pertaining to the Romito vs. Bexley lawsuit in the amount of $33,400 have been incurred to date of which $10,000 have been paid.
Two questions were asked from the floor:  What are the Common Areas?   Could the Board consider two volunteer assistants to the volunteer Treasurer in lieu of hiring an accounting firm for management?    Warren reported there are 44 acres of common area throughout the community including the entrances and lake areas.   Warren reported the Board has had difficulty in the past finding volunteer Treasurers with enough expertise but the Board would look into the possibility of assistance. He recognized the volunteer expertise of CPA Anita Zimmerman in setting up the current procedures three years ago. With no further questions the Treasurer’s Report was approved. Deborah added as a reminder that yearly dues are now mandatory and only two reminders will be sent before collection proceedings begin as opposed to five reminders being sent in previous years.
Standing Committee Reports were presented by the following:

ARCHITECTURAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE Chair Don Heslep detailed Board activity on three foreclosures and one abandoned property, all of which required extensive maintenance to preserve exterior appearance. Most of this maintenance was performed by ACC volunteers and Board members whenever banks, individuals and the county did not respond.  All 3 foreclosures have been sold and are now occupied.  One property abandoned for several years is requiring legal proceedings to initiate action.  With many homes now in the 30-40 year age category help and advice is being offered to home owners to preserve home values.  
Replacement or repair of deteriorating mailboxes is a continuing issue confronting the ACC.

GROUNDS AND LANDSCAPE Chair Bill Lark   gave notice that a Volunteer Clean Up Day is planned this Spring to deal with the lake area.   To save costs he and other volunteers have been managing tree and limb issues throughout the neighborhood as well as foreclosed properties.   He and the Board are very satisfied with the current landscape contracting firm but a great deal of expenditure is saved through volunteer efforts.  He oversees and performs work on trees, snowstorm damage, irrigation, lighting, and abandoned properties.   He has been assisted in many volunteer efforts by Bob Hollinger and Jerry Brown.
COMMUNITY/COUNTY LIAISON Dick White prepared a report presented by Dick Collier, also a member of the 360 Corridor Committee, which looks after Bexley interests in Chesterfield County.  His report stated the following:  (1) Tax assessments are down 4%. (2) The Board of Supervisors has not yet acted on a request for an increase in property tax rates to offset school budget problems. (3) Electronic LED lighted billboards opposed by Bexley and nearby neighborhoods have not been approved for 360 W so far.  (4) Dick White is serving on the 34 member County Comprehensive Growth Plan Steering Committees which will advise County officials in planning for growth.     Anyone interested in these issues may call Dick White at 675-7522.
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH Chair Rob Pistella’s report was presented by Bill Lark.    Bexley Volunteers are patrolling 5-6 days a week in two hour shifts and report any suspicious activity to the police or Rob at 363-1365 immediately. He is also setting up a Neighborhood Emergency Preparedness Plan and is seeking a co-captain and additional neighborhood watch volunteers.  Dick Hudson volunteered to the Board to assist Rob with this Emergency plan.
RAMPAGE NEWSLETTER EDITOR Kevin Hennelly was introduced by outgoing editor Tom Zimmerman who developed the current newsletter format.  Since Kevin has served in many Board capacities including President   his volunteering to produce the newsletter was welcomed.  He stated he is seeking contributions for articles from the neighborhood.  Kevin has established direct contact now available at Bexleyrampage@verizon.net. 
SOCIAL CHAIR Mary Leipertz reviewed 2009 social activities including the Easter Egg Hunt, Lakeside Picnic, Gourmet and Book Club start-ups, and the Bexley Food Bank drive which brought in 490 lbs of food at the holidays.  The next charity event is the Monument 10K Run (or Walk) on March 27 in which 2 teams from Bexley will participate to benefit the International Children’s Hospital.
WEBSITE COORDINATOR Bob Hollinger reminded neighbors to review the www.bexleyhomes.net website which was established in 2009.  He reviewed statistics which show approximately 3000 hits per month and indicated that the most popular pages are the Association, Homes for Sale, Announcements, Metro Area, and Events.  There is now a mini Master Service List of Bexley referenced repair vendors.  There are to date 275 email addresses of all 408 Bexley properties which are useful for broadcast emails and Bob asks residents to contact the Board with email addresses.  The Board will be seeking additional assistance with the management of the website and eventually a new coordinator.  He reminded neighbors to use the Board@bexleyhomes.net email to contact the Board regarding any neighborhood issues.
THE 2010 ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS began with introduction and appreciation of the current Board acknowledged by President Deborah Hollinger.    Per the Bylaws the nominating committee, chaired by Frank Hoffmann serving with Jean Estes and Don Heslep submitted a slate for community approval.  Frank explained that for continuity the following current officers agreed to serve for another year:      Deborah Hollinger, President, Bill Lark, Vice President, and Warren Dannenburg, Treasurer.   The retiring secretary would be replaced by Charlotte White who had been serving as a Director.  Don Heslep and Frank Hoffmann were also retiring Directors.  Jerry Brown and Linda Caruthers were nominated to fill their two year terms and Dick Hudson was nominated to fulfill one year of Charlotte White’s term.  This is the slate offered to the community for approval.
Frank Hoffman explained the nomination process is governed by the Bylaws and the committee began seeking volunteers in October.   When no volunteers responded the committee sought and met with 10 candidates who were asked to consider serving.  The Committee’s final slate was mailed to the community in January.   
The Nominating Committee slate was presented one office at a time to allow for additional nominations from the floor.    Nominees presented and accepted from the floor were:  Joe Wilck for President, Victoria Lutz for Vice President, Gwen Parker for Secretary, and Linda Hebb for Treasurer. Diane Gillert was nominated for Director but was not in attendance.  Gwen Parker presented a notarized acceptance from Diane Gillert. When it was noted by the Treasurer that Diane Gillert’s dues were unpaid, Gwen Parker paid her dues to make her eligible for a vote.     Beginning in January these candidates   formed an “alternative slate and platform” which they advertized to the community through flyers, emails, phone calls, and visits including a February 3 Meet the Candidates meeting at the Library.  Several questions were asked of these candidates from the floor regarding their experience, motivation and objections to the current Board prior to the collection of ballots.  
The Election was conducted by Tellers Jean Estes, Leanne Bowman, and Jane Chandler (Chair).  A final collection of ballots from the floor and from mailed in proxy votes was counted.  The slate presented by the Nominating Committee received the majority of votes as follows - President Deborah Hollinger 184   (Joe Wilck 40), Vice President Bill Lark 183 (Victoria Lutz 40), Treasurer Warren Dannenburg 183 (Linda Hebb 40), Secretary Charlotte White 181 (Gwen Parker 43), Director Jerry Brown 188 (Diane Gillert 42), Director Laura DeLap 185, unopposed, Director Dick Hudson   183, unopposed, Director Linda Caruthers 183, unopposed.
The results of the election were accepted and approved.  
In UNFINISHED BUSINESS Frank Hoffmann announced the AMENDMENT VOTE to allow curbside recycling pick up failed in all sections of Bexley.     For passage The Amendment required 212 yes votes of 318 total properties in Bexley and Bexley East.   It received 72 yes votes.     In Bexley Cosmopolitan the Amendment required a yes vote of 53 out of 105 properties.   It also failed to pass receiving 30 yes votes.        Frank stated that Trainham Disposal Company has offered now to consider   providing rear yard pickup of recycling material to both its own customers and to non customers for a fee regardless of the number of participants.     Billing would be to individual owners but the vendor has asked for one point of contact within the community.  Victoria Lutz then volunteered to serve in that capacity.  
President Deborah Hollinger confirmed the AMENDED COVENANTS PROCESS COMPLETE for the 318 residences and buildable lots of Bexley and Bexley East, approved with a 52% majority vote.  The Amended Covenants were recorded May 19, 2009 with additional homes being recorded June 30, 2009.    Bexley Cosmopolitan covenants were not included as their one set of covenants are similar and already require mandatory dues. All properties are now deed assessed and share in the upkeep of Bexley common properties and participation in the Bexley Association. 
Deborah Hollinger provided an UPDATE ON LEGAL PROCEEDINGS in the lawsuit of Romito vs. the Bexley Association.  In summary form:  The 1st filing in US District Court was dismissed.   The 2nd filing in Chesterfield Circuit Court resulted in Judge Gill’s sustaining the Association’s Demurrer (dismissing the complaint).  Mr. Romito amended his complaint and a second Demurrer has been argued and is now awaiting Judge Gill’s decision. Judge Gill has awarded sanctions against Mr. Romito requiring payment to the Association for all or part of the Association’s legal fees.   Judge Gill is currently considering the amount to be awarded.  Mr. Romito has served 11 members of the community including the current Board members and may plan to serve 142 other neighbors by publication (in the newspaper) which requires approval by Judge Gill.  Approval has not yet been requested as of this date.  Questions from the floor regarding the length of the suit or total legal costs projected could not be answered at this time.
With no further discussion or questions the meeting was adjourned at 10 PM.

Submitted by Secretary Sharron Leonhirth.

February 19, 2010
