Sec. 14-26. Noise--Unreasonably loud, etc.--Prohibited.

No person shall create any unreasonably loud or disturbing noise in the county. Noise of such character, intensity or duration as to be detrimental to the life or health of any person or to unreasonably disturb or annoy the quiet, comfort or repose of any person is hereby prohibited.

(Code 1978, § 15.1-24)

Cross references:  Unnecessary noise in operation of motor vehicles, § 13-15; zoning, ch. 19.  

State law references:  Authority to regulate noise, Code of Virginia, §§ 15.2-917, 15.2-919.  


Sec. 14-27. Same--Same--Enumeration.

The following acts, among others and without limitation, are declared to be loud and disturbing noises in violation of section 14-26:

(a)   Playing any radio, phonograph or musical instrument in such a manner or with such volume or duration, particularly during the hours between 12:00 midnight and 7:00 a.m., as to annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort or repose of persons in or on the property of any dwelling, hotel or other type of residence.

(b)   Allowing any animal or bird to cause frequent or long-continued noise that disturbs the comfort and repose of any person in the vicinity to an extent that constitutes a nuisance.

(c)   Creating any excessive noise on any street adjacent to any school, institution of learning or court while it is in session, or adjacent to any hospital at any time, which unreasonably interferes with the workings of such school, institution or court or which disturbs or unduly annoys patients in the hospital, provided conspicuous signs are displayed in the streets indicating that the street is a school, hospital or court street.

(d)   Shouting of vendors, or the ringing of bells, which disturbs the peace and quiet of the neighborhood.

(e)   Using any drum, loudspeakers or other instrument or device to attract attention to any performance, show, sale or display of merchandise, by creating noise.

(f)   Playing or permitting the playing of any radio, stereo, tape player, compact disc player, loud speaker or other electronic device or mechanical equipment used for the amplification of sound, which is located within a motor vehicle and which is audible from outside the motor vehicle at a distance of 50 feet or more. This provision shall not apply to sirens, loud speakers and emergency communications radios in public safety vehicles, nor shall it apply to motor vehicle alarms or other security devices.

(g)   Creating loud and excessive noise in residential areas before the hour of 5:00 a.m. in connection with the loading or unloading of refuse or waste collection vehicles.

(Code 1978, § 15.1-25)


Sec. 14-28. Same--Operation of musical devices in certain locations and times.

No person shall, between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. of the following day, play any musical device within 200 yards of any building of another occupied as living quarters: (i) while the musical device is outside of a building; (ii) while the musical device has the aperture of its sound box directed at and within ten feet of an outside opening to the building where the musical device is located; (iii) while a loudspeaker attachment to the musical device is on the outside of any building; (iv) whilethe loudspeaker attachment, if inside any building and the aperture of the loudspeaker attachment is directed at and within ten feet of any outside opening of the building where the loudspeaker is located; however, this section shall not be construed to affect the operation of any automobile radio when such radio is installed in an automobile and operated therefrom.

(Code 1978, § 15.1-26)

